
LOVE B.C. (Vancouver)
LOVE (Leave Out ViolencE)’s Media Arts
Program is for youth ages 13 to 17 to
learn digital photography, video
production, journalism, creative writing,
and other media arts, and to join other
youth in ending violence. READ MORE.

The 3-Legged Race... ArtBridges turned
3 years old on January 29th and we
couldn’t move forward without you: our
friends, readers and community
partners! With great thanks!

UrbanArts celebrated Black History
Month with engaging arts activities in
their community. Click HERE to read
their full profile and HERE to find out
more about the event.

If you're having trouble viewing this email, you may see it online.

"Build bridges instead of walls and you will have a friend." 
- Anonymous 

This February edition of our newsletter is focused on love
—wait!—not romantic love, but of the love, artistic passion,
friendship and real collaboration that happens in community-
engaged art projects and organizations across the country.

Beyond the paycheque, stressful deadlines and endless
reports, when you get down to it, sincere connections with
people are a huge motivator. Think of when someone's
surprised you with a random act of kindness or when you've
invited someone in out of the cold, or even when you've gone
offline and picked up the phone to say "hi."

With this theme in mind, ArtBridges / ToileDesArts put out a call
for stories, quotes and testimonials from you: community
partners and friends across Canada! We also added a few of
our own. So pour yourself a hot chocolate and warm up with
these heartfelt stories and ideas. We promise that our next
newsletter won't be so sentimental!

1) Why Community Arts Matters: A Testimonial from DAREarts
2) How Art & Storytelling Can Really Bring Seniors Together 
3) Love and Marriage: The Key to a Long Relationship with Your
Arts Organization's Funders
4) FriendRaising: What Is It?
5) Community Partnerships That Make a Real Difference!
6) Boost Program Attendance: Bring a Friend Day 
7)  An Appreciation to Learn About First Nations Culture: A
Candid Video

1) DAREarts artist-as-teacher, Glenn Marais, shares a
heartfelt story about his talented student, Evan (Wibequie,
ON). 

"The song became an anthem and rallying cry for a
community that is still mourning the loss of one of its
students. Spirit of the North is power, beauty and all of the
challenges of life in the North, in a three-minute song. Evan
created the magic from the students' words. After the
performance of the song to the community, DAREarts presented
the school with a donated guitar. In minutes, it was in Evan's
hands and he was beaming like a star. There was no doubt in
anyone's minds that the guitar belonged in his hands..." 

To read the full story, click HERE.

2) Linda Jean Nicholson, Executive Director of L.E.A.P.
(Learning Elders Arts Program), shares a story from P.E.I.'s
The Guardian newspaper that really speaks to how art &
storytelling can really bring seniors together in an
inspiring way.

"Funded by a Learning Elders Arts Program (L.E.A.P.) grant from
Robert Henderson and the Department of Tourism and Culture
and administered by the P.E.I. Senior Citizens’ Federation, [the
Storytelling in Performance class is] one of 20 projects currently
underway around the province […]

'Storytelling is about reminiscing. It helps seniors get in touch
with their past and their stories. Many people grew up in the
country and love to hear about past events. So this class helps
motivate them by bringing the past forward and making it
present in their present day lives,' he said. Now in its third week,
Bourdeaux is already noticing positive changes in the
participants involved in the program. 'It's a great to see seniors
communicating more easily with each other... Even though
they all reside in this building, they often live in separate
worlds.' "

To read the rest of the tale, click HERE.

3) Love and Marriage: The Key to a Long Relationship
with Your Arts Organization's Funder
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With 'Love' and 'Heart'... it's all in the
name. Learn more about these
amazing arts organizations making a
difference in communities across
Canada.
Art from the Heart (Winnipeg) / Heart of
the City Piano Program (Canada) /
ArtHeart Community Arts Centre
(Toronto) / Le Projet LOVE: Vivre sans
violence (Montreal) / LOVE Nova Scotia
(NS) / LOVE BC (BC) / Heart of the City
Festival (Vancouver) / Far from the Heart
(Ontario & Saskatchewan)

After 23 years, this mural painted by the
homeless still vibrantly adorns the back
walls of the Toronto Friendship Centre.
The theme was "love, peace and truth.”
The mural brought people together who
had no access to art-making—and in
the process—created a new community
of friends and artists!

World Community Arts Day
"Art as a catalyst for caring

and sharing."

Click on our MAP to find out about
community arts in your area. Not on our
map yet? EMAIL us!

Click HERE to GET INVOLVED!

"My first mentor in fundraising for a community arts project was
Marie MacCormack, who is currently the Executive Director of
Homes First Foundation. Many years ago, she told me a
metaphor that really stuck. She taught me that: when you ask a
funder/foundation/corporation/government/individual for a
donation and then get it, don't just take the money and run!
Fundraising is all about cultivating good long-term
relationships with people. Like most marriages: first you date,
then court and then marry. You want to be in it for the long haul.

Think of fundraising like that—first you get to know each other
and then once it's discovered that you're a good match, a
donation is given. Send thank-you letters and reports; call, keep
your funder in the loop, invite them to events and to your
organization and give them something made by the participants
of your programs. Make sure they feel appreciated for the
support they gave. This will ensure years (or at least a period of
time) of bliss!" 
- Seanna Connell, Project Director, ArtBridges

4) FriendRaising: What is it?

Here are some resources to get you thinking about how to ask
your friends and their friends and their friends' friends to help
support your community arts initiative. Organizations need
friends! When things are hard, we need friends who will help
come to our aid; when things are great, we'll celebrate together!

According to Wikipedia: FriendRaising is "characterized as a
fundraising approach that centered around the development
of a 'unique and special relationship […] between a charity
and its supporter' [in which] charitable institutions move
towards dealing with donors as individuals, looking at their
unique donations histories and motivations." 

To learn more about Friendraising, take a quick look at this
YouTube video featuring Hildy Gottlieb who wrote FriendRaising:
Community Engagement Strategies for Boards Who Hate
Fundraising but Love Making Friends.

Also, check out Paul Born's FRIENDRAISING Raising Funds,
Finding Friends To Realize Bold Community Visions, issued by
Tamarack, a "charitable organization dedicated to helping
Canadian communities take ownership of local issues by
making use of proven strategies for community engagement."

5) Community Partnerships That Make a Real
Difference!

Lindsay Oughtred, Executive Director of Kids Up Front
Foundation Toronto, wrote to us with a quote from community
partner People with Aids about the exponential value of their
community partnership:

"It is estimated that 60% of Canadians living with HIV live in
poverty and social isolation. Kids Up Front has provided PWA
with incredible opportunities that our families otherwise could
not afford. In 2003 PWA had fewer than 25 women clients and
today that number has grown to well over 700; we have close to
600 dependent children. Parents who are not well enough to
maintain stable employment and are on O.D.S.P. cannot afford
the many social, educational and cultural events that most of us
take for granted. The free tickets we have provided through Kids
Up Front donations have helped reduce the social isolation
that many of our clients struggle with and allowed them a
chance to involve their children in events that is so beneficial
to their overall health and wellbeing. Kids Up Front has been
invaluable in helping us make a positive difference." 
- Murray Jose, Executive Director, People with Aids.

To read the Kids Up Front Foundation's profile, click HERE.

6) Boost Program Attendance: Bring a Friend to ArtHeart
Day

A few Februarys ago, attendance dipped at ArtHeart, an after-
school inner-city arts program. Consequently, an arts instructor
had a light bulb moment about how to welcome new children
to the program. He proposed a 'Bring a Friend to ArtHeart Day'
to tie in with their Valentine's Day party. The kids created a flyer
and hung copies around the centre to get everyone into the spirit
of things. On Valentine's Day, the kids invited numerous new
children to the studio and each child got their portraits taken
together with their friends. Prints were given out and copies
were used to create a display to celebrate these friendships.
The day was great fun, it helped beat away the winter blues
—and after that, attendance at the centre boomed! 

To read ArtHeart's profile, click HERE.
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

7) Artist-In-Residence, Michael Cywink, shares a beautiful
candid video about his program 'Cultural Appreciation From
A First Nation Perspective' with children at Phelps Public
School (Redbridge, ON) 

"The program I implement in schools is titled 'Cultural
Appreciation From A First Nation Perspective.' I am always
willing to work with students in this mosaic society that have an
appreciation to learn about First Nation culture. During the
viewing of the video I actually had tears in my eyes because
nothing was rehearsed. It was a colourful pleasure working
with the staff and students of Phelps Public School." 
- Michael Cywink, Wikwemikong Unceded Indian Reserve,
Manitoulin Island

To watch the YouTube video, click   HERE.

Fondly, 
The ArtBridges / ToileDesArts Team

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Call or EMAIL us if you need information on how to find a resource or
connect with a similiar initiative, we may be able to link you someone
who can assist you.

Visit our WEBSITE and check out our BLOG.
Add us on FACEBOOK and follow us on TWITTER.

Click HERE for our staff, consultants and volunteers. 

Help support the work of ArtBridges / ToileDesArts! We need all the
support possible to make this work happen. PLEASE DONATE!

ArtBridges / ToileDesArts is a project of Tides Canada Initiatives (TCI).
Charitable Registration Number: BN 130560188RR0001

2006 Queen Street East Suite 6 | Toronto, Ontario M4L 1J3 CA
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